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SECRETARY ANNCUNCES EXPANSI ON OF CANOLA | NSURANCE PROGRAM

WASHI NGTON, Dec. 22, 1997--Agriculture Secretary Dan dickman said
today that the crop insurance program for canola has been expanded.

"Qur goal is to convert crops covered by the Non-Insured Assistance
Program (NAP) into insurance programs as soon as sufficient actuari al
i nfornmati on becones avail able," said dicknan. "Under the NAP, producers
receive assistance only if there is an area loss. Higher |evels of
protection are avail able under insurance plans, and individual |osses
qualify for paynent. Insurance provides better protection, which wll
enabl e producers to better manage their risk."

The canol a pilot insurance programwas initiated in selected counties
of ldaho, M nnesota, Montana, North Dakota, and Washi ngton in 1995.
Selected fall seeded counties in Oregon, |daho and CGeorgia were added in
1997. Participation has varied from60 to 77 percent of the insurable
acr eage.

Begi nning this spring, canola insurance will be available in the
following states and counti es:

M nnesota Beltram, C earwater, Koochiching, Lake of the
Wbods, Mahnonen, Marshal |, Norman, Penni ngton,
East Pol k, West Pol k, Red Lake

Mont ana Chout eau, Fergus, Liberty, Pondera, Teton,
Tool e

Nort h Benson, Eddy, Foster, Grand Forks, MHenry,

Dakot a Nel son, Penbina, Renville, Stutsnman, Wl sh,
Ward, Wells
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The announcenent follows publication in the Federal Register of a
regul ation converting the canola pilot programinto a pernmanent program

#

NOTE: USDA news rel eases and nmedi a advi sories are available on the Internet.
Access the USDA Hone Page on the Wrld Wde Wb at http://ww. usda. gov



